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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SERMON NO. XxX. 
A SERMON IN BEHALF OF THE GREEKS. 


Acts xvi. 9. 


* A vision appeared to Paul in the night: there stood a man of Macedonia and 
prayed him, saying, come over into Macedonia, and help us.” 


Wuart was the situation of the Greek Christian, at that time, to 
which the text refers? Various tribulations encompassed them, and 
in particular they were persecuted for their religious faith. How 
did St. Paul meet their appeal: He went to their succour. That 
is not asked or expected of us. But St. Paul also addressed to them 
words of consolation and incitement. Silver or gold, had he pos- 
sessed it, would have been liberally appropriated to their assistance. 
Is not Greece now in a suffering state, and, as in the days of the 
Apostle, persecuted by the unbeliever? Has she not said to Chris- 
tian America “ help us.”” Let us imitate, according to our ability, 
the wise and excellent Paul. Let us enter into the spirit of that 
sympathy which he entertained for his suffering Greek brethren. 
Let us address them with like kindness. Let us shew that we are 
prepared to do what we can for their relief. But listen to the Apos- 
tle. Surely we cannot err while we follow the path of his charity. 
It is thus he writes to the Greeks: ** Unto the Church of God, which 
is at Corinth, with all the Saints which arein all Achaia: grace be 
to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Blessed be God—who comforteth us in all our tribulation, 
that we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble. We 
ourselves glory in you in the Churches of God for your patience 
and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure. 
Our hope for you is stedfast. Stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel, and in nothing 
terrified by your adversaries.” 

Are not the Churches looking at the present contest in roses 
with intense interest? Do not they give glory to God that Greece 
is not unmindful of her ancient virtues, a firm faith and invincible 
fortitude? Our hope of her is stedfast. Our hearts bleed in the 
GOs. MESS.—VOL. IV. 46 
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recolleetion of her wrongs, and her miseries, and her dangers. JPjiq 
the Churches sorrow for Greece when the Jew and the Pagan Wer 
her persecutors! How much more should we who behold her sons 
chained tothe bloody car of Mahomet—her daughters in ¢ captivity 
her fair fields a desert, and her cities in flames! Shall we willing. 
ly resign to the religion of the sword, the land which angels hay, 
visited, in which Paul preached, and the sacred language is st\j 
spoken? Js not this a time for us to encourage our Christian bre- 
thren; to weep with them that weep, and to repeat the apostoly, 
exhortation: “stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, and in no. 
thing terrified by your adversaries,” and to minister to their neces. 
sitics. Weare not the advocates of war, but we are the enemies of 
op, -ession, We do not propagate our religion by the sword, nei- 
ther ure we willing to yield it to the sword. Uf our contributions 
were to be applied to the defence of lite, of liberty, and the true 
religion, there could be no reasonable objection. But there is ne 
place here for scruples. Even the Society of Friends conscicuti- 
ously opposed to all mannerof war, have not hesitated to ransom 
Greek captives, and to relieve the women and children now withou 
shelter and sustenance. 

I know that some persons, whose opinion is entitled to great 
respect, have’ questioned the present claim on your liberality. | 
fear that some of its advocates are influenced by consideratious in 
no degree honourable to them. The excitement in too many in- 
stances may have become enthusiasm, and interfered with claims of 
a higher character. Still, it is believed, that the interest ou this 
subject, existing in different countries, and in various parts of our 
own country, has originated in sound feeling; that it does not 
depend on early prejudice, on literary association, or on the imayi- 
nation, that it will bear the test of comparison and of the coldest 
investig ition, and that you will never repent having yielded to it 
even wien your perceptions are enlightened by eternity, for it is 
founded on Christian principles, which ean never fail, which regu- 
late the concerns not of a perishing world, but of that which is 
to endure for ever. 

It is mv intention to treat this subject calmly, to lay before you 
briefly. some of those considerations which constitute the plea of 
the Greeks. In the first place, they are suffering Christians. | 
shall not attempt to depict the scene at Scios, when the defenders 
of their country, out-numbered and disarmed, beheld their habita- 
tions and their temples reduced to ashes; their wives and _ sisters 
carried away into a worse than Egvptian bondage; their children 
doomed to he the disciples of Mahomet; and their own blood 
poured out in every street. Neither shall [ dwell upon the con id 
tion of the mation in general, subject to daily insult and injustice ;* 
living at the will of despots; and they, Musselmen. It is sufficient 
for an’ American to know that the mind of Greece, the land of 


* Sinee the nre 5 nt war, that is. within three or four years, the Turks have «x* scted 
from a sittgle convest niove than $150,000.--See Fisk & King’s Journal, at Jerusalem 
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Homer and Demosthenes, and Leonidas, and Lycurgus, the favour- 
ed region of science and letters and the arts; of valor and freedom 
and Christian knowledge is enthrailed. 

Where is the hero or the sage, the poet or the artist, the theolo- 
sian or the eloquent preacher to whom Greece has given birth since 
she bas fallen under the Turkish yoke? How is #, that frayfal in 
talent and virtue fq@g many centuries, she has in these latter ages 
been scarcely known? Is it not a noble undertaking to rescue the 
mind from degradation ; to restore a nation to its glory ; to recover 
for it those privileges which were the foundation of its superiority ; 
and which we cannot doubt, attended by the same invariable physi- 
eal advantages, would produce the same interesting results’ Ob- 
serve the difference between Greece and Rome. Both have lost 
their tree institutions. But the character of the gevernment Is 
essentially different. Arbitrary policy relaxes its features under 
any the least influence of the Gospel But from the principles and 
the practice of Mahomet, it acquires a sterner aspect. Hence let- 
ters and arts still linger at Rome, while from Greece they have long 
since departed—we trust not for ever. Let it be remembered it is 
not such oppression as has been the lot of many good Christians in 
all ages and countries, but it is Turkish oppression, on account of 
which Greece asks your sympathy and prayers and bounty. W bat 
Christian can refuse? Is it so, that it can no longer be said, as it 
was In primitive times, ‘* see how these Christians love one another?” 
ls it so, that it cannot now be said, according to the beautiful figure 
of St. Paul, applied to the whole body of Christians, “ when one 
member suffers all the members suffer with it?” . Common senti- 
ments on politics, on literature, on almost any subject are a bond 
of union among men. Is religion (the most important subject 
which can engage the understanding and the affections) the only 
one which has no such associating influence? If there was a colony 
of Mahometans in our country, whose religious privileges were 
abridged and endangered, who were on any account or in any de- 
gree suffering, who can doubt that the professors of the same faith 
in Asia, ves! uncivilized and unfeeling as we may consider them, 
woul! cominisserate their situation and be willing to suecour them ¢ 
Are not Christians called brothers in Christ? Have they not one 
father, and one redeemer? Are they not supported by the same 
consolations, and living on the same hope? Do we not expect to 
sit down inthe kingdom of heaven, and to spend eternity with 
Abraham and [saac and Jacob, and others whom we have never 
seen, gathered from all lands? Greece bas a claim to be heard in 
this house of their God and our God, of their Saviourand cur Savi- 
our, when she says “we are your fellow- christians,” in want and 
misery and danger, some famishing, some captive, some exiled; all 
oppressed, distressed, and filled with anxiety. And may they not en- 
loree their appeal by the example of their forefathers? The Churches 
in Micedonia, though in deep poverty, promptly, wladiy and libe- 
rally ministered unto the eufferers at Jerusalem. “ PE bear reeord,” 
says St. Paul, “ unto the riches of their liberality, yea, and beyond 
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their power, they were willing of themselves.”” And shall we now 
say tothe sons of the Greeks: we have nothing to spare for you: 

we feel not the Christian obligations which influenced your fathers, 
Shall we not rather secure to our country the same honorable testi- 
mouy, to our posterity the same refreshing recollection, and to our. 
selves she same divine approbation! To refuse, would be to dis. 
honor our religious profession. It would be aggexample of selfish- 
ness that might operate most injuriously in otheF countries and ages, 
that might entail reproach on the Christian name to the end of 
time. Whatever self-love, or mistaken friends may suggest, follow, 
my brethren, the ruie of the apostle and you cannoterr. ‘ Now at 
this time your abundance may be a supply for their want,” and 
hereafter “their abundance also may be a supply for your want, 
that there may be equality, as it is written, he that gathered much 
had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.” 
Were this rule generally regarded, what a delightful spectacle 
would Christendom exhibit! The prosperous seeking the pure 
enjoyment of administering to the distressed. And when the day 
of adversity was past, the relieved testifying their gratitude by emu- 
lating the bright example, and extending the empire of good feel- 

ing and beneficence. 

But the claim of the Greeks does not rest solely on this broad 
foundation. In the second place, they are suffering for their reli- 
gion. In a mind of quick sensibility, such a mind as we have been 
accustomed to attribute toa Greek, and of which we who live un- 
der nearly the same latitude can form a good idea, contemptuous 
treatment wust create no common pain. Of this which they en- 
counter in consequence of their religious princivles, we need no other, 
we could not have stronger, evidence, than is contained in the wel! 
known fact that they are constantly spoken of as “ christian 
dogs.” If they would abandon their faith, they would cease to be 
despised, they would be honored and rewarded. Shall we no 
respect those who cling to their religion under such a temptation 
to renounce it, who choose rather to suffer with the people oi 
God than to enjoy the pleasures of the infidel, esteeming the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of the East. 
They are truly suffering for righteousness sake. Their claim to 
our regard is not unlike that of the holy Martyrs. It is not a com- 
mon claim. Let me ask what will you compare with it? Shall | 
be told that there is poverty in our own country, and political op- 
pression in Ireland. Here are, indeed, affecting appeals to our hu- 
manity. But the persecuted for the sake of the Gospel make a con- 
current appeal to our piety and charity. They may emphaticall) 
call on us hy the Jove of God and his Christ, to have mercy on his 
disciples. They strike a chord which it seems to me no other sul- 
ferer can strike, which can never fail to thrill the Christian’s bo- 
som. 

In the third plave. They are in danger of losing those religious 
privileges which the Christian values above all price. 
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They have hitherto worshipped their God and Saviour only by a 

rmission reluctantly granted. Who can doubt, should they be over- 
come, that their religious liberty, the small portion of it which they 
retain, will be entirely taken away ? Their conquerors will delight 
to wreak their vengeance ou their Churches, their Ministers, and 
their Scriptures. The fires of Martyrdom will be rekindled. ‘The 
venerable Bishop hung at the door of his own Cathedral must be 
regarded as the first fruits of a most bloody persecution: Chris- 
tians once more will have to worship in dens and caves, and wan- 
der in deserts and on mountains. Freedom of conscience; the 
right of assembling before their heavenly father, of sitting at the 
table of their blessed Redeemer, and of educating their children in 
the knowledge unto salystion is involved in the present conflict. 
The question is not simply, shall Greece be free, but shall she be 
surrendered to false religion? Shall the Gospel which Paul plant- 
ed and Apollos watered, and to maintain which a noble fellowship 
of martyrs bled and died, be exiled from Greece, and the powers 
of darkness recover their dominion over that beautiful and fragrant, 
and delightful, and in almost every respect, physically, morally 
and intellectually, most interesting cguutry? Let us bring this 
subject home to our own bosoms. Let us suppose that our beloved 
country was invaded by the Turks, that no tour independence and 
political blessings only, but our religious privileges were endanger- 
ed, that if subdued our Churches would be burned or converted inte 
Mosques, and we must either renounce our faith, or exercise it with 
the utmost secrecy ; and that our children would be taken from us, 
andfeducated in those principles which we cannot but abhor as false 
aud debasing. Would not such a prospect nerve the arm and en- 
kindle the resolution of every one? Would we not firmly deter- 
mine on victory or death? Would we not naturally look to our 
fellow Christians throughout the world, and claim their assistance 
as for a cause of gene ral interest? And would they not aneet our 
appeal? I cannot doubt it. I cannot doubt that Christendom will 
soon look at Greece, if it does not already, with a more than usual 
anxiety ; that all Christendom must soon feel that it has a part in 
that contest. Are learning, and science, and freedom awakened 
on this occasion, trembling lest barbarism and despotism may tri- 
umph? And can Christianity be unconcerned when she beholds 
her temple, her sabbaths, her sacraments, her saered books, her 
ministers, and her children in general threatened with extermina- 
tion; and, the religion of the sword ready to crush, so far as relates 
to that country, the religion of peace and immortality ? This ie 
not an attempt to recover a soil which Christians once possessed, 
but to retain one in which Christians now live and worship the 
God of their fathers. The struggle is not to remove the polluted 
foot from the sepulchre of their Saviour, but from the neck of a 
brother in Christ. Again, I remark, let it not be said, we are the 
advocates of war. They who oppress, not they who defend their 
fellow men are the friends of war. 
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In the fourth place. The forefathers of these sufferers were oy, 
spiritual benefactors. Theirs is the claim not of benevolence Only, 
but of gratitude also. 

Before the Gospel was carried into Greece, many of that nation 
sojourning in other countries embraced it, a fact which at once 
illustrates their laudable inquisitiveness, and discrimination, as well 
as the independence of character, and firmness of purpose for 
which they have ever been remarkable. At Antioch we read * 4 
great number Grecians) believed and turned unto the Lord” A; 
Jerusalem, and this before the Gospel had been offered to the Gen- 
tiles, they were so numerous that they could, with equal effect, as 
the Jewish believers, assert the claim of their widows not to be neg- 
lected in the daily ministration. 

The great Apostle of the Gentiles passed much time in Greece.* 
We trace him at Amphipolis and Apollonia and Thessalonica and 
Philippi? and Cenchrea. At Berea, we are told many believed, of 
honorable women and men. At Athens, ke preached that noble 
sermon in which we are at a loss whether most to adiaire his bold- 
ness, wisdom, or power. At Corinth, he continued a year and six 
months, and many were baptised. Of the eleven Epistles addressed 
to churches, five are to churches in Greece. When we recollect 
that the Greeks were reputed the most enlightened among the na- 
tions, that St Paul calls them the wise Greeks, and speaks, accord- 
ing to the custom of that day, of other nations, as barbarians, we 
eannot doubt that their example i in early, decidedly, ardently, and 
steadfastly, embracing the Gospel, must have had a salutary influ- 
ence on the rest of mankind. But they were not merely private 
Christians—many of them were distinguished ministers of Christ — 
In his mission to Asia Minor, St. Paul had six companions, three 
of whom were Greeks. The twelve Apostles were Hebrews, but 
their immediate successors, those eminent Bishops, Timothy and 
Titus, and probably Epaphroditus, were of Grecian extraction.— 
The first martyr Stephen,{ was a Helenistical Jew, and this as well 
as his name, renders it probable that he or his ancestors were born 
in Greece. Timon,§ another of the seven deacons, if we may judge 
from his name, was also of a Grecian family. Gaius was of Ma- 
cedonia, and any Christian nation might esteem it an honor to have 
given birth to him whose unbounded hospitality is recorded by the 
Apostle. ‘‘ Gaius mine host and of the whole Church” 

Of those men who, on account of their station in the Church, 
their eminent piety, and useful labours and writings have been called 
“the Fathers,” several were natives of Greece, or had been educated 
there. Some of those excellent prayers which you offer in the liturgy 
first trembled on the lips, and warmed the heart of a Greek brother. 

Doubtless many of the missionaries, the scripture-manuscripts, 
and their expositions who and which have spread through modern 


* Tinc.ude Macedonia, and not merely Greece Proper. 
t Here the gaoler was converted.—Acts, xvi. 
+ Stephen, in Greek, signifies a crown. $ Timon, signifies honorable. 
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Europe the light of saving-knowledge, came from Greece. Consi- 
der, fora moment, the value of those works of the Fathers, how 
many important questions as to the faith, the government, and the 
mode of worship of the primitive Church are settled by them. 

Had Greece been mute, and her pen been still, perhaps you, my 
brethren, might now be strangers to the covenant of promise, in the 
darkness and debasement of paganism. But, whether your Chris- 
tianity came through this channel or not, even if she be not the link 
in that chain of divine mercy which hes reached to you, every 
Christian must honor the land of Timothy and Titus, of rene us 
and Athenagoras, and acknowledge, that in many respects, he is ‘‘a 
debtor to the Greeks.’’ And has gratitude lost its power? Has 
ingratitude ceased to be infamous? Is it not natural to desire to be 
kind and serviceable to those whose fathers have been so to us ’— 
Shall we do nothing to answer a claim so just and affecting! Es- 
pecially let us endeavour to meet this debt in the way it has been 
incurred. The religion which they have imparted to others, let us 
strive and pray that they may never lose it; that they may enjoy it 
in its utmost purity, without the least interruption, to the remotest 
posterity 

In the fifth place. The propagation of the Gospel appears to be 
intimately connécted with the fate of Greece. 

Reference is not here intended, and yet this is no unimportant 
consideration to the effect of blotting out, at once, from the map of 
Christendom a large and fine country, and that, emphatically, the 
classic land of Christianity. Neither would we dwell on the fact, 
that this country is now the usual and most convenient resting place 
for the heralds of our religion in their progress to the East. But let 
us advert, for a moment, to some circumstances of an entirely pecu- 
liar nature. The language of Greece is, that of the New ‘Testa- 
ment. The most ancient, and in other respects most valuable ver- 
sion of the Old Testament is in the same language. Now, if this 
language be thoroughly studied, if its ancient treasures be explored, 
not only by the disenthralled mind of the natives, but by the thou- 
sands of other nations who will be induced to visit that interesting 
land, should it become independent, how much light will be shed 
on the sacred volume, how many difficulties entirely removed, how 
many new sources opened of admiration and attachment for that 
blessed book! In the order of Providence, may not the event, now 
so anxiously anticipated, be designed to strengthen the faith of the 
believer, and to disarm infidelity, totally and forever ? 

God works by instruments, and it is reasonable to appreciate 
highly a profound study of the languages of the Bible, an intimate 
acquaintance with writings contemporary with the Bible, and also a 
frequent intercourse with the original territory of our religion. 

Consider also the mental energy of Greece, the triumphs of her 
spirit, and her intellect in past ages. Has.she not still the same 
physical advantages, the genial climate, the instructive and exhili- 
rating scenery, and we may add the memory of her former great- 
vess? Restore her free institutions; render her an independe » 
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nation, and there is nothing to prevent her resuming an elevated 
station. Now, let us suppose the same genius directed to more po. 
bie pursuits. Enterprise, and ingenuity, aud fortitude, and couy. 
age, exercised in propagating the religion of peace and love: Ardy, 
and perseverance ip the study of the knowledge unto salvation ;— 
Eloquence, in the defence of the Gospel, and in persuading men ty 
embrace it: Science, music and the arts, cansecrated to the pro. 
motion of the divine glory, and the eternal interests of the humay 
race. In this view, how deeply are the Christian world interested 
in the success of the present struggle! What a fund of Christiay 
learning, and eloquence, and exertion may be considered as now 
locked up! When the yoke of Mahomet is removed, what a how 
of bold, eloquent missionaries, learned expositors, and impressive 
practical writers may be expected to rise up, to enlighten and ani- 
mate and bless mankind! How many poets, and orators, and phi- 
losophers, and musicians, and painters, and sculptors, ready to coii- 
secrate their powers to the service of religion, and to lay all their 
trophies at the foot of the Cross! May the Lord hasten it in his 
time ! 

But let us attend also to the geographical position of Greece.— 
Separated from Africa by a sea that may be soon crossed, and frow 
Asia by a narrow strait, in the very heart of the Ottoman Empire, 
she seems the natural site for a great missionary station, from which 
Bibles, translated into all the languages of the South and East, and 
tracts and preachers may issue to enlighten the dark places of the 
earth. At present, efforts to propagate their religion, are, of course, 
interdicted to our Greek brethren. But when emancipated, the; 
eannot be insensible to the peculiar circumstances, calling them to 
be leaders in the glorious work of evangelizing the earth. It is « 
hardship in their present lot that they are daily witnesses of a crue! 
and corrupt superstition without being able to make one effort to 
correct it; that their children have this spectacle of a gross reli- 
gion constantly before them, and are in danger of being seduced by 
it; that they hear of the missionary purposes of free Christian na 
tions; see their agents and books passing through their land, and 
yet cannot co-operate in the honorable and grateful work. 

Their strength then is ready to be put forth in this cause. Its long 
confinement will give it great power. Reasonable is the belief, that 
Greece is destined to be the great fountain of religious light, pour- 
ing its rays in every direction, and to the uttermost part of our 

lobe. 

Against these considerations addressing themselves to our syn- 
pathy; our gratitude; and our missionary zeal, as disciples 0! 
Christ, let us hear the objections which have been suggested. We 
are told there is much suffering at home. Is it intended then that 
we ought not to extend relief abroad, until there are no sufferert 
near us? If so, we shall never extend it. Charity will not only 
begin, but forever end at home. Is our sympathy to be regulated 
by the geographical lines of our parish, or city, or district, or state, 
or whole country in fact, by rule and compass ? American liberality 
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does not consent to be thus restricted, for annually thousands and 
ten of thousauds are sent abroad to propagate the gospei. American 
titude could not listen to this suggestion, for in the time of our 
reatest need, when we were struggling for independence, we receiv- 
ed from foreigners effectual assistance. But the Scriptures will set- 
tle the question, ** while we have time let us do good unto all men, 
and especially unto those of the household of faith.” Are not the 
Greeks of the household of faith? All men have some claim, but 
Christians a peculiar one on our charity. Thus declares the infal- 
lible word of God. 

It is also objected that the expression of our sympathy may in- 
yolve our country in war with Turkey, or her allies. This is cer- 
tainlya mistake An act ofthe government might be resented, and 
yet our Chief Magistrate has not hesitated to express the public 
sympathy. But the government are surely not responsible for those 
acts of its citizens which it has no power to restrain. Now, free- 
dom of speech, and of the press, and of religion, are guaranteed to 
us by our Constitution. We have a political right to speak and be- 
stow our alms in favour of this cause of humanity and religion.— 
But, even under an arbitrary government, it has long since been 
settled that the ruling power is not answerable for the private acts 
of its subjects. The Polanders who aided in our revolution, the 
English who mingled in the late civil war of Spain, and they who 
have gone to Greece, have not thereby, in the least, involved their 
respective governments. 

Whatever may be alleged as to the proceedings of our Congress, 

there cannot be the shadow of a political objection to any express- 
ion of good feeling and liberality on the part of our fellow-citizens, 
and we repeat, Christians under our Constitution have a guaranteed 
righ to weep with, and do good totheir brethren of the same reli- 
gion. 
Again, we are told, other nations are suffering. We cannot assist 
all. Does it follow, therefore, that we should assist none? Charity 
is compelled to discriminate. Well then, is it poverty, or oppres- 
sion, or exile, the enthralment of the mind, or the violation of con- 
science, the misery of war, or the misery of false religion, which 
especially awakens your sympathy? Ad/ these evils threaten un- 
happy Greece. Of what other nation can the same be said ? 

There is no difficulty in coming to a decision, if it only be ad- 
mitted that a foreigner, under any circumstances, is entitled, to 
our pity and assistance. 

Lastly:—We are told that the Greeks cannot succeed. The 
ground of this objection might be questioned. But let it have its 
full weight. If they should fail, will there be no satisfaction in 
the reflection, that you have done what you could, that you have 
not directly or indirectly participated in the accomplishment of an 
event so disastrous to a gallant people, to Christendom, and to the 
civilized world ? 

If few only listen to the complaint of Greece, which would you 
prefer, to be one of those few, or of the multitude, who have no pity? 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. IV. 46 
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But, my friends, sympathy will have its effect The cheering 
voice of their fellow Christians, will give energy even to Greece. 
Who has not been animated, even in that course of conduct, which 
his deliberate judgment approved, in whieh his warmest feelings 
were enlisted, by the knowledge that other minds approved fis 
proceedings, and that other hearts were interested in his success. 

The prayers of Christendom, on this occasion, earnest, unceas- 
ing, and we cannot but believe, we say it with reverence and hu- 
mility, acceptable to the Almighty, will not be in vain. The con- 
tributions will not be small. The appeal to Christians, whatever 
oh-t»cles it may now encounter in some countries, will at length be 
irresistible. The widow and the fatherless, the houseless, and the 
hu igry, the imprisoned, and the banished, will bless God that their 
fellow-christians in distant lands have not been unmindful of 
them. Nations, of whom they have scarcely heard, millions whose 
names they will never know at least, till the books of eternity are 
opened, will, under God, be the instruments by their bounty of 
preserving their temples, and delivering their country from oppres- 
sion. My brethren, your donations will not be in vain. 

The example of America will have its influence. It will shame 
the Christians of continental Europe for reprehensible indiffer- 
ence. All Christendom will be awakened ‘The treasury of 
Greece will be replenished. She will feel herself strong. Terror 
will seize the Turk. He must fly or perish. Freedom will recover 
her long lost territory. Humanity will rejoice. Christianity in 
every temple will chaunt a Je Deum. And who will not be sad 
on that day, if when the contest was doubtful, he would not in the 
least aid it? Who will not be made happy by the recollection that 
for Greece he prayed, and wept, and by his donation mitigated her 
sorrows, encouraged her defenders, banished her oppressors, reco- 
vered her learning, liberty, religion, every thing for which men 
would wish to live, or dare to die. 

Shall it be said that America has less sympathy than Britain for 
this high minded nation? Shall it be said that Christians on this 
side of the Atlantic, cease to participate in the feelings of their fel- 
low-christians 

My brethren, let the collection to-day afford some evidence that 
they who have one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism, are still, as 
in the pure primitive age, of one heart, and of one soul, neither do 
the prosperous count the things which they possess their own, but 
as a sacred deposit applicable, as occasion may require, to the ue- 
cessities of their poor brethren, members of the same Christ, chil- 
dren of the same God, and inheritors of the same kingdom of hea- 
ven. Rarely, perhaps not once in many centuries, do Christians 
enjoy such an opportunity as the present, for proving to the world, 
that their religion is the most powerful spring of action; and a 
chain of communication between heart and heart far stronger than 
common country, common sentiments, or even common nature. 
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Christmas Reflections. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS. 


To the Question: “ What are the sentiments which should engage 
our affections at Christmas,” the following was one of the answers 
returned by a Member of the Bible Class at St. Philip’s Church : 

At this season, when the Church commemorates the Nativity of 
her King and Saviour, the hearts of his people should be animated 
with joy and gratitude. They should “ enter his gates with thanks- 
giving, and his courts with praise.” 

When man by disobedience, had forfeited the favour of his Holy 
God, and brought tipon the whole race, the sentence of eternal 
death, together with all those innumerable sorrows which have at- 
tended him through each succeeding age, the mercy of him who 
breathed into him, an undying spirit, still hovered over “ the work 
of his hands,” and provided for him a Redeemer, who should over- 
comehis: enemies, both spiritual and temporal, and deliver him 
from the bondage of sin and death. 

At the hour foretold by his inspired prophets, and anxiously 
looked. for by his chosen people, “the light of the world,” arose and 
dispersed the ** darkness” which had “ covered the nations.” Be- 
fore his beams, the clouds of error rolled off, like mist before the 
morning sun. “* The mighty God” descended fromthe heavens, to 
save his fallen creatures. He veiled his glory in humanity that 
they might behold him, and yet live. He came, to take upon him- 
self the just punishment of their iniquity, and by his example, to 
instruct them in the ways of righteousness. By his Almighty power, 
he sanctified those evils which were the consequeaces of sin, and 
made them means of purifying the heart, and leading it to his 
throne, and he hath promised that no one who cometh unto him, 
shall be cast out. By his sufferings and ignominious death, he 
made an atonement for their sins, and by his glorious resurrection, 
“he brought life and immortality to light.” ‘ He ascended into 
heaven where he ever liveth to make intercession for them,” and 
froin whence he governs his holy Church, bestowing blessings upon 
it, and presenting before the Father, its prayers and thanksgivings, 
an acceptable sacrifice through his blood. He gives strength to the 
wetk-hearted, comforts them in this “ vale of tears,” and upholds 
them against principalities and powers. In that awful day, when 
the terrors of the judgment shall come upon his enemies, and they 
shall “ call apon the mouutains to hide them from his presence,” 
those who have believed on his name, shall turn from the surround- 
ttg horrors, and fly for refuge to their Judge and Saviour, exclaim- 
ing with all the energy of faith—* in thee have we trusted, let us 
never be confounded.” 

If the shepherds “ rejoiced” when “the glory of the Lord shone 
fround them,” and the multitude of the heavenly hosts announced 
the incarnation of Messiah; if the wise men of the east, led by bis 
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star, approached to worship, and to offer their sacrifice of yojq 
frankincense, and myrrh, should not the hearts of those who bear 
witness to the accomplishment of all they hope for, unite with theirs 
in adoration and gratitude to God, who will accept their humble 
effort and imperfect service for His sake? 

The mind which bas dwelt in holy meditation on the inestimable 
benefits conferred by Immanuel upon the human race, must be tijicd 
with wonder and admiration, at the wisdom and goodness displayed 
in a religion, so well adapted to all their necessities, and to all 
ranks and conditions of men, The poor are rendered happy by its 
consolations, the prosperous are made ‘“ humble and mindful of 
death”—the ignor:ut are enlightened with heavenly knowledge, 
the most deprav:d are sanctified by His Holy Spirit, and in heaven, 
all shall cast their crowns before his throne, and unite in ascribing 
*“* the glory, and honor, and salvation to the Lamb that was slain.” 


<= 


FROM BISHOP GRISWOLD’S ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION OF THE 
EASTERN DIOCESS, 


We extract the following remarks, in which he especially consi- 
ders the proposed alterations of the Liturgy; the proposed revisal 
of the Canons, and the subject of dividing the Eastern Diocess. 


‘* The meeting of our General Convention last November, and the 
transactions of that great Council of our Church, are things well 
known. The unanimity which very much prevailed among its 
members; the prosperity of eur Churches which was then exhibit- 
ed: and the general disposition to support the order and worship; 
the constitution and discipline of our ecclesiastical establishment, 
which on that interesting occasion, was remarkably manifested, are 
just subjects of mutual congratulations, and of devout thanks and 
prayer to Almighty God. From our experience and observation we 
may humbly believe that the Lord is pleased to bless the prudent, 
een and faithful labours of consistent Episcopalians more per- 

aps than those of any other Christian community or sect. And 
the same experience and observation confirm what the Scriptures 
clearly teach, that the more sound and orthodox are any people in 
their faith and Christian profession, the more offensive to God are 
their worldly affections, their coldness and want of fidelity 

‘Some particulars of the business which came before the General 
Convention, and of their acts and deliberations, it will be proper to 
notice on this occasion. The general interest which was felt and 
manifested on the very important subject of Sunday Schools, is @ 
pleasing evidence of a religious concern for the best interests of 
mankind. A General Sunday School Union or Society was orga- 
nized under the patronage of the Convention, which we may hope 
will contribute something to the uniformity and success of this 
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branch of religious instruction. Whether it will be expedient for 
you to pass any resolution upon this subject, or whether it should 
rather be left with our State Conventions is submitted to your 
judgment. 

“4 resolution passed both Houses of the General Convention 
appointing ‘‘ a Committee to revise the Canons of this Church, and 
to prepare such alterations, amendments, and additions as they may 
deem expedient; with power also tu make a new arrangement of the 
Canons.”” This I need not observe to you is a measure of no small 
importance. Our present Cauons are generally well intended, and 
wisely framed, but they have been passed at diflerent times as occa- 
sion required, and some of them have been so much altered that 
their meaning is.not sufficiently obvious and easy to be attained; 
and it is much to be desired that they should be revised and digest- 
ed into a more uniform and simple code. Soine of them are so ex- 
pressed that they cannot be literally and at all times observed, with- 
out neglecting what the Scriptures require. Rules which are so 
framed that they cannot at all times, consistently with our duty to 
God, be strictly observed, have some ill effect: the man who is very 
scrupulous will be too much, and he who is more lax, will be too 
little restricted by them. Statutes or laws are restraints upon liber- 
ty, and ought not to be made, except when necessary or expedient 
to remedy or prevent some greater evil. Their restrictions should 
extend no farther than such necessity requires; and so clearly and 
carefully should they be expressed, that al] may understand and Li- 
terally observe them. ‘To multiply canons beyond what real neces- 
sity requires,and to lay restraints upon our brethren, in things which 
might safely be left to their discretion, manifests distrust of their 
principles or prudence, and a love of exercising power; and its 
tendency is to destroy mutual confidence and brotherly affection ; 
to excite jealousies and party spirit, and to produce intrigues and 
strifes for office and power. For the more strictly people find them- 
selyes bound by laws, the more desirous will they be to have the con- 
trol and adminstration of them. Another and perhaps still greater 
evil of multiplying Canons, is, thatthe greater their number, the 
less will they be respected and observed. ‘This is seen in the case 
of the English Church, which has, too, what ours has not, and it is 
hoped never will have, the weight of the civil power to enforce its 
Canons. It is, in my judgment, « favourable circumstance, and an 
evidence of their wisdom, and love of union, peace and good order, 
that the Conventions of the States which compose this Diocess, and 
our people generally, have manifested so little disposition to legis- 
late and. to multiply Canons. Those of the General Convention 
they cordially receive and conscientiously observe; nor do they (it 
is believed) see or feel-much need of adding to their number. This 
subject is now open for discussion, and | bring it before the diocess 


that you may be prepared at the next General Convention by your 


Delegates to act upon it. And I do it the rather from the uncertainty 
whether I shall again have an opportunity so convenient. 
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For these same reasons it is fitting, if not my duty, that I should 
address you on another subject, which is still more interesting. 4, 
the last General Convention the House of Bishops proposed, in , 
resolution sent to the other House, to make some alterations in the 
Book of Common Prayer; chiefly for the purpose of removing the 
objections so geuerally made to the length of our Morning Service. 
The remedy proposed was to allow a discretionary power, unde; 
certain restrictions, to omit some parts, as expediency should re. 
quire. The most material was permission sometimes to omit the 
Litany. Though in my judgment a plan for shortening the Service 
and yet preserving all its parts, more convenient and-more generally 
satisfactory, might have been proposed; yet | conecded to that, in 
the hope that it would give satisfaction, or (which I still hope) lead 
to some result that will be generally acceptuble. It ts well known 
that the Litany was designed for seasons of calamity, and to be used 
when Christians, with the deepest humiliation, would supplicate 
God's mereiful deliverance from distress. And it may be well ques- 
tioned, whether in making it so common, the good efleet is not di- 
minished ;—whether it were not better to reserve it’ for the more 
solemn seasons of public worship; and whether it is even suitable 
for our joyful festivals. 

But when it was found that any permission to omit the Litany 
was displeasing to a great, if not the greater part of our people, the 
Bishops withdrew that part of their proposition. The other part 
were acted upon by the other House, and are now, agreeably to the 
provisions of our General Constitation, referred to the considera- 
‘tion ‘of all our Churches, and especially to the Convention of each 
Diocess. And it is a subject which demands our most mature and 
devout consideration. The present proposed alterations, which 
have in view the shortening of the Service, allow only of omitting 
a purt of some of the Lessons; and, on common octasions, of tak- 
‘ing a shorter portion of the Psalms. As this, at most, can shorten 
the service but very little, and sometimes not at :all; and as it 
shortens the Evening as much, or nearly as much as it does the 
Morning Prayer, it is not, I think, probable that the Convention will 
incur the inconvenience of altering the Prayer Book to so little 
purpose. If it were permitted to omit the Ante-Communion Ser- 
vice when the Communion is not administered, and when the Epis- 
tle and Gospel are not particularly appropriate to the season; and 
when the Communion Service is used, to omit the Litany, excepting 
the season of Lent, all parts of the Service would be retained, and 
would in every Charch be used. And perhaps this, with some other 
small alterations, would give the most general satisfaction. 

J} am well aware of the delicacy and the difieulties of this subject, 
and how necessary it is, if we would be accounted Churchmen, to 
eulogize the Liturgy, and to deprecate as sacrilege even the least 
alteration. But on this point I have little anxiety. Nursed, as ] 
have been from earliest infancy in the bosom of this Church, having 
passed my whole life among Episcopalians, as much so perhaps as 
any man of my age in this country living; and having been above 
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forty years a member of it communion, I have long since imbibed a 
deep prepossession (not to say prejudice) in its favour, Nor have I 
(“as we be slanderously reported, and some affirm that” the fact is) 
been Changed in my opinion respecting it. That 1 am wholly tree 
even from bigotry I dare not affirm; but for many years I have en- 
deavoured impartially to examine the claims of our Church to 
scriptural orthodoxy, and primitive order; and the examination has 
confirmed me in the undoubting belief that her claims are well 
founded. Nor am J] conscious of ever having said or done any 
thing inconsistent with such belief. [ humbly trust that I have alse, 
in some small degree, imbibed that truly liberal spirit of forbear- 
ance and charity which our Church, wore than any other christian 
community on earth, inculeates ; and which is not the least among 
the many proofs that she is indeed the Church of Christ. In what 
manner, and by what means the interest and prosperity of this 
Church, and of true religion will best be promoted, there will be 
among us, it must be expected, some diversity of opinion; but in 
decided attachment to its order and worship, and in a sincere desire 
to promote its best good, I shall not yield to any one, however lofty 
or exclusive may be his pretensions. Though | may seem to “speak 
foolishly in this confidence of boasting,” this confession, you must 
well know, is not uncalled for, and I hope not inexcusable. It is 
also in some degree necessary to give you a right view of the part I 
acted in the Convention, on the subject of altering the Liturgy, and 
to prevent any wrong inference from what I take the liberty of sug- 
gesting in this address. It is, undoubtedly, a fact, that the greater 
part of those who belong to our Church, or would otherwise attend 
its worship, think our Morning Service unreasonably and unprofita- 
bly long. By a judicious abbreviation we should probably increase 
the number of members, and of course the blessings of being mem- 
bers of this Church. Let it also be considered that by the altera- 
tions which I should sanction, no congregation would be obliged to 
omit any part of what is now in the Prayer Book ; | would but give 
permission to omit some parts when found expedient. Consider 
too, that for those who themselves delight in using the whole Ser- 
vice, (of whom I am very decidedly one) to enact authoritatively that 
none of our congregations shall worship God at all, except they will 
go through with all the services which we delight in, is a stretch of 
power, which, to say the least, should be exercised with great pru- 
dence and moderation; and how far, consistently with God’s word 
it may be exercised, is worthy of some consideration. 

Some of our brethren, whose characters we venerate, and whose 
opinions we justly respect, think it highly hazardous and impru- 
dent to attempt any alterations of the Prayer Book : that if we once 
commence there will be no end of innovations till the Liturgy is de- 
stroyed. apprehend no such result. It has ever been the prac- 
tice of the Church, and it is the understandiig of Churchmen, ex- 
pressed in the preface to their Prayer-Book, that it may and should 
be altered as times change and circumstances require Cun we se- 
riously fear, that such a learned, wise, and pious body of clergy and 
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laymen as compose our General Convention, will so mutilate or aj. 
ter our forms of devotion as to impair their usefulness > From iat. 
ter of fuct, we have convincing proof that our people are net dispos- 
ed to hasty and unprofitable changes; but very much the contrary, 
It is rather to be feared that if a large and suitable committee were 
appointed by the General Convention to examine and report on this 
momentous subject, they would not venture to propose all the im- 
provements which the Liturgy will admit of. And whatever may be 
the final result of the propositious now before the public, (and what 
it ought to be I do not take it upon me to say) it is highly fitting 
that our people should think much much on this subject, and not 
forget it in their prayers to Almighty God. 

Your attention, already too long wearied, is requested to one more 
subject, still more delicate, which has already been brought before 
one of our State Conventions and may perhaps be proposed to this 
of the Diocess. Some years have now passed away since, in one 
of thesé public addresses, I suggested to the consideration of 
the Diocess, whether it is not expedient to divide it. Not that I am 
in any degree unwilling, while it shall please God to continue iny 
strength, to visit all our Churches as I have done. Such indeed is 
my affection for all those which I-have been accustomed to visit, and 
such my gratitude for many, very many kindnesses received, that 
the thought of seeing them no more must be exceedingly painful. 
But the interest and the feelings of an individual are of but little con- 
sideration when weighed in the balance against the public good; and! 
have endeavoured to make no account of mine. Let the glory of our 
Divine Master, and the prosperity of Zion, be our first and chief 
concern; and let Him dispose of us, in our private capacities, as to 
his unerring wisdom and merciful goodness shall seem fitting. It 
is probable that a part if not the whole of this Diocess may soon be 
called upon to the election of a Bishop. And though I would not 
willingly say or do any thing to influence your choice respecting any 
particular person; yet some general remarks ona subject of such 
deep concern will not be unsuitable to this time and occasion.— 
Popular elections to offices of honour, emolument or power, are 
very naturally and very generally productive of intrigue, contention, 
and party spirit; and there is reason certainly to apprehend that 
something of these great evils may sometimes attend our Episcopal 
elections. ‘True it is, that if the Episcopal Office were generally 
viewed and carefully preserved exactly what our Saviour intended ; 
if those who are chief among his people were more than others the 
servants of all: if Bishops were distinguished chiefly in being more 
humble, and labouring more abundantly than other ministers of Christ, 
the office would rarely be sought for ; and rarely without trembling 
reluctance be received. Such is.our corrupt nature, that the more 
the Episcopate is made attractive to haman ambition, the greater 
will be the evils of contending for it. As preservatives against 
such evils, permit me to suggest two things, which, if I have gained 
any thing by experience and observation, and by reading the word 
of God, are worthy of your serious attention. 
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The one is, as far as is now practicable to preserve the Episcopal 
ofice in its primitive state, and divested of all that is attractive tu a 
worldly mind; then will fewer desire it who are not willing to spend 
aid to be spent in the Lord’s work. ‘To put much power in the 
pads of an individual is generally dangerous, and of course, to 
do it unnecessarily is unwise. The power and patronage of Bishops 
should not be extended beyond what is expedient for the due exer- 
cise of their office. Each Diocess should be so small that its Bishop 
may annually visit every Church, and also, (with a Deacon or other 
assistant, if necessary,) have a parochial charge. How small the 
Diocesses were in the early ages is evident from the number of 
Bishops who attended their Beclesiastical Councils. The incalcul- 
able evils of the Papal and other overbearing hierarchies in the 
Church arose chiefly from Bishops being suffered gradually to ob- 
tdin rank and dignity and influence according to the magnitude, 
importance and power of the cities or provinces or kingdoms over 
which they presided. That a State and a Diocess should be so in- 
déntified, as they seém to be with us, is a defect which it is hoped the 
good principles and good sense of our people will soon remedy.— 
The emoluments of this office should be no more than are necessary 
to a decént maintéhance and an effectual performance of its arduous 
duties. Perhaps no one thing has contributed more to the prejudice 
against Episcopacy than the pride and ‘ pomp and vanities” which 
have so often disgraced the lives of those who have filled this sa- 
créd office. Their prerogatives are to visit and confirm the Churches; 
to ordain Elders and other ministers in every city and place where 
they ate needed; and to give themselves more continually than others, 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. ‘To consider this office 
as iff any degree exonerating us from any of these our more pecu- 
liat duties ; to suppose, that in consequence of being thus exalted, 
we may preach less, and be excused from leading in social prayer, 
is a strange perversion of this holy office. Christ sends us as he 
did his dpostlés, particularly “‘to preach the Gospel.” This is es- 
pecially our business and duty ; Bishops should be as apostles or 
missionaries, preaching, as their strength will admit and occasion 
offe::, in ev Ty city and town and parish within their pastoral care. 

The other thing which I would suggest as a preservative against 
the evils to be apprehended from Episcopal elections, ts, in selecting 
persons to fill this office, to have regard solely to the honour of God, 
and the advancement of true religion: to prefer such as are meet and 
well qualified “to exercise their ministry duly to the honour of God, 
and the edifying of his Church.” It is desirable that a Bishop 
should possess great learning and eminent talents ; but sound the- 
ology, prudence, piety and active zeal, are indispensably necessary. 
Great literary attainments may aid the Church as much, or nearly 
as much, in the station of a parish minister, or of a professor in a 
college or other ‘seminary ; but a true knowledge of the gospel sys- 
tem, and a holy zeal for its propagation, tempered with prudence 
and charity, can in no other situation be so useful, as in this office. 
That elections to it may be conducted with harmony, and happily 
GOS. MESS.—VOH. IY. 47 
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terminate, let all artifice, intrigue, aud party spirit be not merely 
avoided, but detested. Our blessed Saviour ever spake openly, and 
in secret said nothing. The people are most likely to act uprightly 
and wisely when left to their unbiassed judgment and free choice, 
Attempts to prepossess them in favour of one candidate, or to pre- 
judice them against another, are generally dishonest and unchristian, 
** Let your eye be single, and your whole body shall be full of light.” 
In regard to the faith and zeal, and the religious views and feelings 
of those who are considered as candidates for this office, those 
best qualified will be the most diffident, and least willing to accept 
it. Its vast and awful responsibility, none who justly view it can 
without much fear incur. Its labours, and cares, and privatious, if 
duly considered, not many are willing to endure. | For, its difficul- 
ties, its devotedness to God, and its wise execution, who can think 
himself sufficient?) The seeking of such an office is of itself a dis- 
qualification ; nolo episcopari is truly the sentiment and feeling of 
an humble soul, and pious heart. | 

To other points would [ gladly ask your attention, but I have 
already much too long detained you. My chief apology is, that in 
this way I can, most conveniently for all concerned, perform what 
the Church makes my duty of ailiactian Charges to the Clergy, and 
Pastoral Addresses tothe people of the Diocess, _. 

Much cause have we of thankfulness for the degree of prosperity 
which the Lord is every year bestowing upon our Church in these 
United States, Yet, when we consider that this Church, in our view, 
certainly, is most orthodox and scriptural, even the “ ground and 
pillar, of the truth,” to us it must seem strange and deplorable that 
its growth is not more rapid—that in all the population of this vast 
empire we have so few congregations, and many of those few so very 
small. For this, undoubtedly, there is a cause, and it behooves us 
to be well assured that the cause is not our fault. 1s the defect in 
our Constitution and Canons: Then let them be revised. , Is there 
any thing in our Liturgy or manner of worship which is unneces- 
sarily offensive to serious, candid, pious people, and keeps such 
from our communion? Let the offence be removed. Does this 
slowness of increase proceed from prejudices against our Commu- 
nion? Then should we do all that in reason we can do to remove 
those prejudices. Those tenets which we believe important to the 
salvation of men, we must earnestly contend for; hut things not es- 
sential, ifin fact they keep men from embracing what is necessary, 
should for that reason be relinquished. Or, is the defect ratber in 
the faith and piety and zeal of our Bishops and other Clergy ? Take 
good heed then whom you elect to the Episcopal Office, and whom 
you recommend for the sacred Ministry. And let us, who alrea:y 
have some grade in “ this office and ministration,” take heed to our- 
selves and to our doctrine. We, of the Episcopal Church, occupy, 
as we may humbly believe, a most important station among the 
ranks of Christ’s militant host; we stand on the middle ground be- 
tween the errors of those, who, on the one hand, corrupt the true 
faith, and diminish the power of religion by human inventions ; doc- 
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trines of men; useless ceremonies; superstitious rites; unauthorized 
traditions, idolatrous worship and veneration of saints and relics; 
and of those, on the other hand, who degrade or mutilate religion; 
who either distort the features of the Gospel, or reject the essential 
doctrines of Christ making his cross of uo effect: If such be indeed 
the very important stand which the Lord hath assigned us, let us be 
consistent with ourselves, and faithful to our God. “ Turn not to 
the right hand or to the left.’ Let us shew our Churchmanship, and 
evangelical zeal, “not in word and tongue, but in deed and in 
truth.” Let it be seen that our religion is, indeed, primitive and 
apostolic, by our manifesting that spirit which was in Christ, and 
that holy zeal which shone in his first apostles. 


ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD. 


=lt= 
ON THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 
(Concluded from p. 305, of the October Number.) 


Do all you can to secure a consistency of system in the management of 
your children. 

lt is quite apparent how indispensible it is that the father and mother 
should at least not counteract each other. If they do not and cannot 
think alike on the subject of education, by mutual concessions and accom- 
modations, they should pursue a similar plan with their children. Griev- 
ous are the consequences when they proceed differently. ‘The children 
presume to erect themselves into judges between their parents: they play 
off one against the uther Not only one parent sinks their esteem, but 
they often lose respect for both, and are disobedient to both. Thus the 
fifth commandment is habitually broken; and bad principles and bad 
habits are as likely to be established by education in a young family, so 
circumstanced, as good ones. Let me entreat parents to shun this fatal 
rock. If one of them ts conscious that the other is best qualified for the 
work of education, let such parent be disposed to yield points as far as 
duty will allow, and to strengthen the hands of the other And even that 
other, instead of presuming on superior ability in this line, and carrying 
matters with a high hand, and peremptorily insisting on points respecting 
which there may be difference of opinion between them, should be as ac- 
commodating as can be made consistent with duty ; and where a point 
cannot be yielded, still the suaviter in modo should be practised with pe- 
culiar care and the necessary duty performed in a way as little grating 
and offensive to the parent who disapproves, as may be. Let the more 
enlightened parent recollect, that an indifferent plan of education, in 
which parents harmoniously join, will generally answer much better than 
a superior one respecting which they differ Besides, by kind accommo- 
dations, the misjudging parent is often won by degrees to see things in a 
more just light, and to acquiesce in a better system. Where both parents 
act on principle, and refer to the Bible as their standard, and do not inter- 
pret it ina very in fifferent way, a degree of accordance, which will an- 
swer pretty well for practical purposes, may reasonably be expected 
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The greatest difficulty arises when one of the parents does not act op 
principle, or refers substantially, to a different standard from the other. 
Even in these distiessing cases, the suaviter in modo ou a true Christian 
foundation will do wonders. It often disarms hostility and counteraction, 
and leaves the young family very much in the hands of the parent best 
qualified to educate it. And I fuily believe, from personal observation, 
that the Divine blessing rests in an uncommon degree on the labours of a 
Christian parent so unhappily circumstanced, and fruits follow excellent 
and abundant beyond all human expectation. With what pleasure have 
[ seen a majority of the young members of a family, most lamentably ex. 
posed to temptation by one parent, snatched out of the fire, as it were, by 
the pious and constant, but meek and unassuming, labours of the other! 
In families where the parents proceed harmoniously and well in the work 
of education, their plan is often lamentably counteracted in the nursery or 
the school-room — If the children are indulged there in bad tempers and 
habits ; and still more, if they there meet with bad examples; with pas. 
sion, or pride, or deceit, or love of ease and luxury; all may be undone 
which is done in the parlour, and perhaps more than undone: notwith- 
standing all the efforts of the parents, the progress of the child may be 
not in good, but in evil. Even on the most favourable supposition, the 
fruits produced by the exertions of the parents, will be scanty and crude, 
The bias of nature will be so in favour of what is wrong, and so against 
what is right. that, if Divine grace did not wonderfully favour the exer. 
tions of true piety in e ucation, the task of the parents would be hopeless, 
How caretully, then, should nurses and others, who are put about child- 
ren, be selected? And how attentively should the course of things in the 
nursery and the school-room be watched and regulated! To this end, 
the nurse or the governess should be impressed with a sense of the very 
high importance which the parent attaches to good tempers and good ha- 
bits; to which must be added, good princivles, if the child is old enough 
to understand them ~—— But_ ix _ will by no means be sufficient to do this ina 
gene:al way. It must be done in detail and by example, and with a per- 
severing, but not a harassing, recurrence to thuse points which seem to be 
not sufficiently understood, or not properly carried into practice. ‘The 
vigilant eye of the parent will always be wanted to keep things in the 
right course, as well as to put them in it at first It must be laid down as 
a principle, that nothing must be concealed by the child. That vile max- 
im against telling tales out of school (vile, when applied to keep parents 
in ignorance) must be utterly proscribed; and openness and confidence 
must be zealously cultivated, both in the child and in those who have the 
charge of him. But the parents must not trust to being informed of every 
thing important to be known. They must delicately but effectually make 
the requisite inquiries; and also take care by personal inspection (con- 
ducted, however, with kindness and delicacy to the nurse or the govern- 
ness) to ascertain the real state of things. But, with all that can be done, 
it will seldom be found possible to put the management of children in the 
nursery on a truly good footing. The class of persons to be employed is 
so ill educated and unenlightened; and such of them as are pious are gene- 
rally so injudicious, that not only the plan of the parent with the child 
will scubecty ever be even tolerably maintained when the child is out of 


his sight, but positive and serious evils will be produced and cherished. It 
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ishighly important, therefore, that the child should be as much with the 
rent as circumstances will permit, Every hour in the society of a pa- 
rent who understands education, and pays proper attention to it, is an 
hour gained to moral improvement, and, (as far at least as regard children 
yet in the nursery) is too often an hour redeemed fiom what is far fiom 
from deserving that appellation. Jn whatever way the child is employed, 
whether in talking or playing, a moral lesson may be instilled, moral ha- 
bits may be encouraged, and bad ones repressed: the parent will conti- 
nually be obtaining a greater insight into the child’s character, and the 
child greater affection for its parent. Thus good will be doing, anda 
foundation laying for still greater good. Indeed, God s-ems to me to af- 
ford no slight ground for presuming that children should be much with their 
parents, by making the society of each so pleasant to the other, where the 
parent performs his part as he ought, and the child has not been spoiled 
by excessive indulgence in some other quarter. But the evidence of his 
will, which arises from the benefit resulting to the child, and, also, I be- 
lieve, to the parent, from this intercourse, is irrefragable and decisive. 

It ofien happens, however, that there is an inconsistency in education 
more to be deplored than any which has yet been mentioned: this is the 
inconsistency of the parent with himself. The author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, contrasting the correction employed by parents with that 
used by the Almighty in his government of hi, true servants, says, “They” 
(the parents) “ verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure, 
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness” Whata 
picture isthis! God, the sovereign proprietor of all his creatures, inva- 
riably pursues the good of those whom he deigns to call his sons, in all the 
discipline to which he subjects them; while man, who can call nothing 
his own, who ts a mere trustee under the Almighty, who, in his conduct 
towards his children, should always bear in mind that both they and he 
are bought with a price, and that not his own gratification, but the will of 
God, should be his rule in all he does as a father, man presumes to forget 
his imperious duties in education, and to make it his object to please him- 
self rather than his sovereign Lord! If one did not continually see the 
fact one should not believe it possible that the work of education would 
be so ofien carried on under the supreme influence of selfishness. His 
own ease and convenience, and the indulgence of his own feeling and hu- 
mour, frequently seem to engage a father’s first attention in his proceed- 
ings with his children ; and except in striking cases, which oblige him, 
as it were, to depart from so lax a system, the good of the child is clearly 
made in practice, though not io theory, a secondary object, So true is 
the description of the apostle: he proceeds according to his own pleasure, 
rather than for the profit of his children When education is not conduct- 
ed so very ill, and the good of the child is generally the main object of 
the parent, and his own inclinations are generaily made to bend to it; 
yet, in many families, this is by no means so entirely the case as it ought 
tobe. When the stimulus to self gratification is strong, the parent yields 
jo it, the rules of good education are violated, and the child is injured. 
The injury will be (unless God avert it) in proportion to the extent of this ; 
fault Some portion of it is found in all parents ; but 1 am speaking not of 
a few thinly scattered instances rarely occurring, such as must be expected 
from so weak a creature as man, even in his best estate, but of its more 
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frequent recurrence, to the serious interruption of a good system of edy. 
Cation. 

Now it is clear that this fault, in whatever degree it may exist, is ap 
enemy tv consistency of conduct. As it proceeds from the parent yield. 
ing to a different motive from that which ouyht to actuate him, and soine. 
times at leas dues actuate him, when with his children; this new motive 
must lead to different results from those which would flow from the other 
and produce inconsistency. But this is by no means all. A man under 
the influence of self-indulgence is inconsistent with himself. He wij 
conduct himself towards his child according to his present humour. One 
hour he will be indulgent, and the next severe ; at one time he will allow 
his child to do things which at another he will forbid. The child also 
will find out that he can carry points by management ; by making his 
request when the parent is in a yielding humour, or by bringing him into 
such a humour by coaxing and wheedling, or by overcoming his objections 
by importunity. Inconsistency must be the consequence: and an incon. 
sistency the more to be deplored, because it will be connected with a di- 
minution of respect for the parent who is the author of it, and with the 
practice of cunning and art in the child,—habits of mind most adverse to 
all that is good. 

The very high importance of consistency must be clear to your readers, 
Will children be likely to value good principles as they ought, when their 

rents do not steadily act upon them, and enforce them? Will good 

abits be rooted and fixed in the child, when he is allowed at times to in- 
dulge in the opposite bad ones ? Will he be led to see the beauty of holi- 
ness of heart, and of holy conduct, when he is allowed at times to 


taste the sweets of sin Se every fault is a sin) from which he ought to be 


weaned, and when he finds his own self-indulgence sanctioned by the self. 
indulgence of his parent ? “ The ways of religion are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace ;” but to those only who steadily walk 
inthem ‘They have nocharms for those whose conduct is marked by 
frequent or gross inconsistencies. 

Spend much time with your children ; encourage them to be free before 
you ; and carefully study their characters. 

For what is education? It is co-operating with the Divine Spirit in 
forming the mind and changing the heart of an immortal being, weak and 
corrupt, averse to the change to be’ wrought in him, and whose nature is 
made up of various parts, and differs greatly in different individuals. Is 
it possible to doubt, that what is above recommended must be necessary 
in this work ? Can too great pains be taken where so much is at stake ? 
Can success be rationally expected, unless great pains are taken, and 
your labours are enlightened and judicious ? And can you flatter your- 
self that you take due pains, or that your labours will have a proper di- 
rection, if you give little time to your arduous task, and do not employ 
proper means for becoming well acquainted with the characters of your 
children ? 

It is wonderful that a parent can hope to be an effectual instrument 
under Divine grace, in leading*his children from darkuess to light, aud 
from the power of Satan unto God, by proceeding in the way in which 
religious education is often conducted. Is it not generally true, that, even 
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in religious families, more thought, and care, and time are employed in 
teaching children to read, than in teaching and persuading them by God’s 
help, to be real Christians ? The father sees but little of those who are 
young, and much less than is desirable of such that are older. . ‘The first 
he consides as scarcely at all under his care; and though he probably gives 
some instruction to the latter, they are commonly such as are more calculated 
to eniarge their knowledge, and improve their understandings, than to re- 
gulate their dispositions, and make them new creatures. His avocations 
often are such as to make it impossible for him to be a great deal with his 
children ; but he generally might be a great deal more with them than he 
is; and, when with them, might employ the time much more usefully, for 
the promotion of their best interests, than he does. It often happens that 
they are under a degree of restraint in his presence, which, added to the 
little time he spends with them, prevents his obtaining a deep insight into 
their characters : and, therefore, many evils either escape his notice, or he 
adopts some wrong mode of correcting them ; and many a tender germ of 
good passes unobserved and wither- for want of his fostering care. The 
mother is much more with her children, but generally, | think, not so 
much as she ought to be. | This is the more to be lamented, because wo- 
men are admirably fitted for training their offspring in the nurture and ad- 
menition of the Lord. They have a remarkably quick insight, into) cha- 
racter ; and a warmth of affection, a tenderness and a delicacy, which win 
the affections of others, and enable them to correct faults with ut giving 
offence. and to present (Christian principles and virtues to their children in 
thei: most amiable form. believe that there has seldom been a man who 
had a good and amiable mother, that has not looked back on her instruc- 
tions and example with reverence and delight Cowper’s admirable liule 
poem, on viewing his mother’s picture, touches the hearts of all of us, be- 
cause it describes scenes and feelings dear to every virtuous mind ;, scenes 
and feelings of which many of us have partaken, and all wish,to partake. 
Every hour which a Christian mother spends with her children has balm 
on its wings. She contrives to make even their pastimes a moral lesson ; 
and though she cannot (and it is not desirable that she should) make their 
regular lessons a pastime, yet she adapts them well to the abilities of her 
scholars, accommodates them well to times and circumstances, and divests 
them of whatever 1s oppressive and revolting. To mix the pleasant with 
the useful, is at least as important in education as in poetry ; but good mo- 
thers far exceed good poets in that art. Surely, then, a mother should be 
jealous of every thing which keeps her from the bosom of her family ;— 
a sphere in which she is so gifted to shine, and to be a blessing to those 
most dear to her. How sad it is, when she throws away this pure gold 
for mere dross, by giving up those hours to an excess of visiting and com- 
pany, or even of reading, which ought to be spent among her children ! 
And how sad, too, when such high powers to train her young charge for 
Christ and glory, are not under the guidance of an enlightened judgment, 
or receive a wrong direction! I have been grieved to see maternal sensi- 
bility much more alive to the bodily, than to the spiritual health of the ob- 
jects of its solicitude : electrified when there was an idea that a child had 
received some slight hurt, but litte moved while it was contesting a point 
with a nurse or teasing a brother: and I have been much more grieved, 
when I have seen it fall into partiality and favouritism ; or exhaust itself 
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in anxieties about the persons of the girls, to the comparative neglect of 
their understandings, and to the great injary of their feelings and disposi- 
tions : or to en ploy itself in heaping on them accom lishments, instead 
of leading them on in useful attainments and Christian habits = or viel ling 
to the influence of humour and caprice ; or (worse than all) giving itself 
over to a blindness to the faults of the objects of its love, ang ruining them 
by indulgence and commendation. 

The only plausible excuse which parents, possessing health and suff- 
cient time, can make for not employing themselves actively in the educa. 
tion of their children is, that they put theminto hands more fit for that 
task. This may be a good reason for sending boys, after a certain age, 
to school, or to a tutor ; though still, even in their case, much remains to 
be done by parents. Waving, however, the consideration of this part of 
the subject for the present, the excuse which has been mentioned does not 
appear to me admissible, under any common circumstances, in the case of 
girls and younger boys. Of these, the parents are cértainly the natural 
guides awlinstractors. They are fitted for this task, by long knowledge 
of their offspring, by the respect due to them as parents, and by affections 
and sympathies on’ both sidés, fir better than strangers can be. And if 
they suffet these great instruments of good to be lost, or perverted to evil; 
or if they ‘fail to qualify themselves for their task by obtaining other requi- 
sites, and by alléting to it sufficient time, and thought, and care and pains ; 
they must be answerable to God. They may. with much propriety, call in 
assistance, especially in the mechanical parts of education ; but should 
always consider themselvés as keeping the higher branches, which respect 
the prificiples, dispositions, and habits chiefly in their own hands. Can 
they éentriist these to nurse-maids ? ‘hey mit t certainly answer, No! Or 
to Boversiesses ? These, in general, are but ill qualified to undertake this 
important att of education. ' Besides, being extremely inferior to the pa- 
rents in the pdthts which have been mentioned , they are almost always un- 
prepared’ fur the task?’ Thé boarding-schools at Which :hev are educated, 
afford them H0'iristruction in this line, beyond what'is necessary for ensuring 
the getting of lesghns, and the niaintenance of peace and subordination. 
As'to boarding’schouls, 1 reserve what relates to them for future conside- 
ration, afid shall fly say now, that, in common circumstances, T do not 
think them welladapted to the atlucation, and least of all to “the religious 

education of girls, or of younger boys. 


IIe 


You will not ask’ me, [am sure, of what solid use a familiarity with 
these languages, ( Latin, Greek and Hebrew, ) will be'to you? If T thought 
a theological student capable of entertaining a doubt, as to this point, | 
should really consider his understanding as m: Avifesting too much weak- 
ness'or obliquity to be a proper object of reasdhing.— Miller’s Letter to 


a Student. 
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The following Versified Collects are taken from the Christian Sentinel, and were 


prepared by a pious Minister in England, to be sung at his family devotions. 


Collect for the first Sunday in Advent. 


Atmicuty Gop! thy grace impart 
To drive from each polluted heart 
The love of darkness and of sin, 
And let the love of light flow in. 


Oft as some powerful subtle foe 
Aims at our souls some tatal blow, 
Thy aid,—thy sovereign aid xtend, 
And all thy heavenly armour lend. 


Beneath thy banners let us fight, 
Teach us to war like sons of light; 
Give us the Spirit's sword to wield, 
And Faith’s impenetrable shield, 

May we, thus armed amidst all strife, 
In safety pass this mortal life, 

Which Jesus kindly deigned to prove, 
To show to man his matchless love. 


When He in awful pomp shall come 
To judge the world, and fix its doom, 
May we through him to glory rise, 
And life immortal be our prize. 


Collect for the second Sunday in Advent 


What glorious light thy sacred book 
To willing minds conveys; 

This gift, O Lord, with thousands more, 
Demands our warmest praise. . 


Yet still in vain that blessing’s given, 
If pride should close our eyes, 

Against that brightest lamp of heaven, 
And all its aid despise. 


Then let thy sovereign aid, O Lord! 
Subdue that rebel pride, 

Open our hearts to hear thy word, 
And take it for our guide. 

Thy holy law, by prophets taught, 
First blessed the Jews alone; 

Thy mercy singe, by Christ reveal’d, 
Through wider realms hath shone. 

“—_ we enjoy, with grateful hearts, 
The Gospel’s purest ray ; 

Those truths embrace, those precepts learn, 
That point to heaven the way. 


Thus let our souls, O God, be cheer’d 
With steadfast hope and love, 

And patient wait till rais’d, through C hrist, 
To promis’d bliss above. 


Collect for the third Sunday in Advent. 


O blessed Jesu! thy desi 

To visit man, with light divine, 

Who had in gloomy darkness stray’d, 
Thy wisdom mix’d with grace display’ d. 
Thy plan was form'd supremely kind, 
And suited to the human mind, 

Np ten at first, by fainter rays, 

To bear the Gospel’s brighter blaze. 
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Hence in Judea’s favor'd land, 

The, Baptist preach’d at thy command; 
His solemn charge he thus begins, 

“ Mortals! repent ye of your sins! — 

“ Behold a heavenly kingdom nigh, 
“Behold the Lord devoobds from high; 
“For him prepare—prepare the way, 
‘And bow beneath his sovereign sway ! 


Thus many, by the prophet taught, 

Were soon to true repentance brought, 
From darkness rous’d, they hear thy voice, 
And in thy greater light rejoice. 


Mey those who now thy gospel preach, 
With equal power their hearers teach; 
May Satan’s slaves be hence set free, 
And all our hearts*be turn’d to Thee. 


When thou, O Lord, shall come again, 
May we, amidst thy glorious train, 
Approach with hope thy judgment throne, 
And be accepted for thine own. 


Collect for the fourth Sunday in Advent. 


By nature, Lord' corrupt and weak, 
To thee for aid we fly; 

O let thy power onus descend, 
And needful strength supply. 


When we should run the Christian race, 
A glorious prize to gain, 

Sin oft diverts our wand'ring feet, 
Or loads them with it’s chain. 


Then help us, Lord, to conquer sin, 
And break its slavish bands, 

That we may run with joyful speed, 
The way of thy commands. 

This signal grace may we obtain, 
O God! fr Jesus’ sake 

Who did for us thy laws obey, 
And satisfaction make. 


Collect for Christmas Day. 


Almighty God! to Thee we owe : 
Ten thousand gifts which round us*flow ! 
But al! the rest must yield to one, 

That best of gifts—thy only Son! 


The Son of God! mysterious plan! 
For us becomes the Son of Man; 
For sinners too,—amazing thought! 
That mystery of love is wrought. 


Angels themselves his birth proclaim, 
And bow the knee to Jesus’ name; 
Shall we, ungrate‘u’, dare to scorn, 
This Saviour of,a Virgin born. 


No, heav’nly Father! give us grace, 
That only Saviour to embrace 

And for his sake, one blessing more, 
We ask from thy exhanstless store. 


O grant that we, regen"@ate grown, 
And once adopted for thine own, 
Be, through thy Spirit every day, 
Renew’'d, and never fall away. 
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Eastern Diocess.—The Annual Convention was held at Claremont, 
(N. H.) on the 26th of ,September.—Present, the Bishop, 15. of the 
Clergy, and 7: of the Laity.~The Rev. C. Burroughs, submutted the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1.. That it be; recommended to the Churches of the Eastern 
Diocess to form in each, a Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Domes- 
tic and Koreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States. 

2. That.it be also recommended to the Churches of the Eastern Di- 
ocess to establish in their respective Churches, Sunday Schools, and to 
form Societies auxiliary to the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union; er to procure subscriptions to the funds of this Institu- 
tion, and ‘te become associated with. it. 

3. That.it be recommended to the Churches of the Eastern Diocess 
to form Bible Classes, or to adopt such a system of Bible instruction as 
shall be deemed mest desirable and convenient to the Pastors of the re- 
spective Churehes. 

., After separate readings, these resolutions were adopted. 

‘On motion of the same Rev. gentleman, it was 

Resolved, Vhat this Convention think it desirable aud important that 
the, State Conventions of the Eastern Diocess shoald,' previous to the 
next meeting of the General Convention, express their @pinions relative 
to. the alterations proposed, in the Liturgy and.in the Constitutiqy of 
the Church by the last General Convention ; and that this nesolyebe com- 
municated to. thesecretaries of the respective State Conveytions. 

On motion of Rev. A. L. Baury, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Rt. Rey.the Bishop be. requested. to-employ a 
missionary to visit every Church in this Diocess with an express view 
of promoting a missionary spirit, establishing Missionary Societies, and 
ailing feeble Churches; and that each Clergyman be requested to rais¢, 
by contributions, or otherwise, such sums as may be in his power, to 
defray the expense, and that the sums contributed be remitted to the 
Bishop. Goanet Looe 

Committee on further business* before Convention, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolutions : ) 

1. That the Rt. Rev. Bishop be requested to.authorise some form of 
service for public fasts.—- Adopted. 

2. That the Ninth, Article of the Constitution which says ‘No State 
shall withdraw, from this Diocess without the approbation of the House 
of Bishops,” , be, so.altered as to read without the consent of the other 
States, and,ef the Bishop. ef this Diocess. 

‘Laid over, for consideration at the next Convention. 

‘The Bishop; in his Address, stated that 4 person had been admitted 
to the order of Deacons, aud 3 to that of Priests, withm the yeur, and 
that there were added tothe list of Candidates for Orders, 5 persons. 
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Convention of New-Hampshire.—This meeting was held at the same 
time and place as that last mentioned—Present, besides the Bishop, 6 
Clergymen and 6 Laymen. — It was ' 

Resolved, That a committee of 3 be appointed to oma the com. 
munication frem the Secretaries of the House of ‘Bishops and the-Honse 
of Clerical and Lay Delegates, in relation to certaim proposed altera- 
tions in the Aeitelbey; and in relation te a certain eiholed alteration in 
the second clause of the eighth article of the Constitution of the Church, 
and that they report at the next annual State Convention, what instruc. 
tions, if any, should be given, touching said alterations, ‘to the Clerical 
and Lay Delegates, who may be appointed to represent this State in the 
next General Convention. And the Rey. Charles Burroughs, Hon. 
John Harris, and the Rev. Moses B. Chase, were chosen to constitute 
said committee. 


Diocess of New-York.—The forty-second Curiwention of this Diocess 
was held in Trinity Church, New-York, on Tuesday, October 16th, and 
on Wednesday, October 17th, 1827. It was attended by 8) clerical, 
and at least ah equal number of lay members. ‘The business was con- 
ducted with great harmony and unanimity; and the most-gratifying evi- 
dence was given in the Bishop’ s Address, and in the parechial and mis- 
sionary reports, of a continuance of that blessing of God, it both outward 
and inward prosperity, which has so long and largely’ been vouchsafed 
to this portion of our Lord’s vineyard. 

From the Bishop’s Address, (the greater part of which will be pub- 
lished in our next number) it appears he had confirmed’ 700, and ad- 
mittg? 10 persons as candidates for holy orders during the year.— 
Among the persons ordained, was the Rey. Edward! Andrews, a very 
respectable clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, who was admitted 
to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

The corner-stone of a new Church, called “ All Saints,” was laid in 
the city of New-York on the 3d October. 


General Missionary Society —The Board of Directors of this Soci- 
ety held a special meeting en the 24th and 25th inst. We are able, at 
present, only to say, that a missionary has been at length appointed for 
Liberia, on the coast of Africa—that there is food reason to believe that 
the services of a capable and pious clergyman have been secured for 
Buenos Ayres, in South-America—that two or three valuable clergy- 
men have offered their services for new domestic stations, and that the 
interesting poe’ at Green-Bay is to be resumed early next Spring, in’ 
such a as will secure extensive countenace from our com- 
munity ihe Board Board ‘adopted resolutions approving of the’ proceedmgs 
of hes executive committee—dirceting the executive committee to make 
annual reports for publication, instead of triennial, as heretotore—to 
publish quarterly, or oftener, a series of interesting and instructive mis- 
sionary papers or the information of the members of the Church—a.d, 
among others, the following important resolution :— 

‘Whereas this Institution, as its title designates, was instituted both 
for domestic and foreign missions, and by its constitution, whatever 
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fands are given for the promotion of those ebjects are to be appropriated 
to them respectively and exclusively—theretore, 

« Resolved, That while the Board feel more alive to the spiritual wants 
oftheir own country, and especially of those members of our own house- 
hold of faith, whio are destitute of the ministry and ordinances of the 
Church, and will always feel themselves bound to give a preference in 
the distribution of the beneticence of the Society, as far as they have a 
discretionary control to domestic demands, they have a deep sense of 
the obligation of the command—‘Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature,’ and recognize in it a pe rpetual injunction 
toextend the blessings of the Gospel to all places that may be destitute 
of them ; and that whatever benefactions are made with a view to forcign 
missions, will be sacredly devoted to that object, and faithfully employed 
in its accomplishment, whenever, in the sound and judicious diseretion 
of the Board, or its executive committee, it may be deemed expedient to 
act in the matter. And that the Board feel themselves pledged to this 
course from the interest they have already manifested in foreign missions, 
in relation to the western coast of Africa, for which considerable funds 
have been accumulated; but, in regard to which, all the efforts of the 
executive committee to procure a suitable agent or missionary, have (till 
now) proved ineffectual; and from the interest taken by them in relation’ 
to the Aborigines of the country, in regard to whom the Board have taken’ 
measures which evince their interest in the cause of foreign missions, 
however the success of those measures, from causes unforeseen and un- 
controlable, have fallen short of the expectations entertained by those 
who persevered in their adoption.” —Church Register. 

Consecration.—The consecration of the Rev. Henry U. Onderdouk, 
D. D. late Rector of St. Anne’s Church, Brooklyn, New-York, to be 
assistant Bishop of the Diocess of Pennsylvania during the life of the 
present venerable and beloved Bishop White, who has now held that of- 
fice for more than forty years, and to sueceed him on his demise, took 
place in Christ Church, Philadelphia, on the 25th day of October last. 
There were present, Bishop White of Pennsylvania, Bishop Hobart of 
New-York, Bishop Kemp of Maryland, Bishop Croes of New-Jersey, 
Bishop Bowen of South-Carolina, and a large number of clergy of this 
and the neighbouring Dioceses. Morning pr@yer was, on that occasion, 
read by the Rev. Dr. Abercromlie and the Rey. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk. 
The. Sermon, whiich, we need uot say, was eloquent and powertul, was 
preached hy Bishop Hobart. ‘The Bishop eleet was presented for con- 
secration by the Bishops of New-Jersey*and South-Caroling, T 
certificate of his canonical election to the sacred office by the Conyeh- 
tion-of Pennsylvania, was rend by the Rev. W. H. De Lancey, secretary 
thereof. The instruments of consent from all the Dioceses: of the’ 
Union, were read by the Rev. J. Kemper, secretary of thé standing com- 
mittee of Pennsylvania, to whose charge they belong. ‘The consent of” 
all the Bishops but one, who has not been heard from, being a majority, 
was officially declared. The presiding Bishop performed the act of con- 
secration, assisted by all the Bishops present. Devoutly do we congratu- 
late the Charch at large on this happy result, and earnestly do we pray 
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that the newly consecrated Bishop may live to see all opposition die 
away before him, and enjoy such unequalled affection and respect as 
belonged to his aged predecessor during almost the whole period of }ijs 
protracted career. Bishop Onderdonk will not, like Bishop White, and 
most of the other Bishops, be connected with a parish, but will be solely 
occupied with the duties of the Episcopate. Of course, Episcopal visj- 
tations to Parishes can be much more frequent, and much more time can 
be given to them. From this, we anticipate the most beneficial results, 
and trust that Bishop Onderdonk may be the favored instrument of 
producing them. A fund for the support of the Episcopate has been for 
some years accumulating, and though it is not now large, yet, the defi- 
ciency having been supplied by a voluntary subscription, chiefly in this 
city, of about $30,000, a liberal support will be derived from it.— Church 
Register. 


The Liturgy.—The editor of a Western paper remarks, that “in a 
recent conversation with a worthy enlightened clergyman, of the Me- 
thodist Church, who had just returned to his home in this country afier 
an absence of some months in England, and who had frequently enjoyed 
the privilege of meeting with his brethren in the city of London, we 
learn the pleasing fact, that the use of that incomparable manual of de- 
votion, the Liturgy of the Episcopal Church is now adopted by all the 
Methodist Churches in the city; aud the custom is gradually becoming 
general in the country churehes.—Pailadelphia Recorder, | 


Bible Questions.— What are the truths and, duties suggested to the 
Christian by the commencement of the New-Year? : 

What are the cireumsiances which render time so valuable? 

See Nelson on the Festival on New-Year’s day; Bishop Dehon’s Ser- 
mons for the same day; Bishop Moore’s IX. Sermon; Bishop Hobart’s 
VIL. Sermon; Allison’s L. Sermon; Horne’s Discourses the XXI. en- 
titled, “ The Redemption of Time,” and the XXVIII. “ The Death of 
the Old Year.” Zoliikofer’s X. aud XI. Sermons. 

Answers to be returned on the first Sunday in January. 


a a BD eee 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianty in 
South-Carolina.— Theological Library. . 


" 
The Librarian reports the following Donations, made during the months of Octo’ 
ber and November:— , | 
By the Rew. Christopher EB. Gadsden, D. D.—Christian Piety and Knowledge, or 
Literature and Religion; a Sermon, preached at the laying of the corner-stone of 
the Theological Seminary and Kenyoy College, at Gambier, Knox County, Ohio, 
une 9th, 127, by the Rev. Intrepid Morse, Minister of St. Paul’s Church, Steu- 
Genvitle and St. James’ Church, Cross Creek, &vo. stitched. 
By the Rev. Andrew Fowler —An Exposition of the Book of Common Prayer and 
Administration of the Sacraments of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh in the United 


States of America, by the Rev. Andrew Fowler, A. M. evo. sheep. 
By the Hon. Thomas S. Grimké.—Missionary Hera!d, for Septe aber and October, 


1827; Gospel Messenger, (monthly) and Charleston Observer, (weekly) for 1027. 
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By A. E. Miller.—Christian Journal, Theological Repertory, and Episcopal Re- 
gister, (monthly) Angio-Canadian Magazine, ( ) Chu ch Register, Philadel- 
phia Recorder, and Episcopal Watchman, and Yorkville Pioneer, (weekly) tor 1527. 

Thomas Waring.—Lexicon Technicum, or An Universal English Dictionary 
of Arts and Sciences, explaining not only the Terms ot Art, but the Artsthem-e!ves, 
by John Harris, D. D. Secretary to the Royal Society, and Chaplain to the Lord 
High Chancellor of Great-Britain, 2 vols. folio, sheep, 1710. 

By Ebenezer Thayer.—Calvanistic Magazine, (monthly) for 1827 ; Christian Jour- 
nal and Advocate, (weekly) for 1827. 


> Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received at the Library, 
No. 79 Broad-street, between King and Meeting-streets. 


ee 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


CONSECRATION. 


The Right Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, D. D. Assistant Bishop of the P. E. Church 
in the Diocess of Pennsylvania, during the life of the venerable Bishop White, and 
to succeed him on his demise, was consecrated in Christ Church, Philadelphia, on 
Thursday, October 25th, 1827, by the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, 
Presiding Bishop: the Right Rev. Bishop *Hobart, ot New-York; the Right Rev. 
Bishop Kemp, of Maryland; the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, of New-Jersey, and the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, of South-Carolina, being present and assisting. 








ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Pro. Epis. Church in the Eastern 
Diocess.—On Thursday, October 4, 1827, in Calvary Chu Berkshire, N. H. the 
Rev. Richard Peck, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

. On Sunday, October 7th, 1827,in Trinity Church, Fairfield, the Rev. Moore 
Bingham, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

. On Wednesday, Ocfdber 10th, 1827, in Trinity Church, Shelburne, the 
Rev. Louis M’Donald, Deacon, was oqggied to the Holy Order of Priests. 


_-@>— 
OBITUARY. 


Died in Baltimore, on the 28th Oct. the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp. This worthy man 
who was Bishop of the diocess of Maryland, Rector of St. Paul's Parish, Baltimore, 
and Provost of the University of Maryland, having attended at Philadelphia, 7 
consecration of Bishop Onderdonk, lett that city, to return to Baltimore, his place 
of residence, in perfect health, and excellent spirits, at noon on Friday, October 26, 
1827. On reaching, in the evening of that day, a point of thgyoad about four miles 
east of Frenchtown, the stage suddenly overturned, and the Bishop was injured in 
the head, on the arm and shoulder, and within the body. ‘The last was the fatal in- 
jury. He was conveyed to his residence at Baltimore, where, at about one o'clock 
on Sunday, the 28th, he expired in great pain. It is a rich consolation, however, to 
his numerous friends, to know that he retained his senses and speech to the last. He 
was aware of the fatal nature of the accident, expressed his entire willingness to die, 
and manifested that lively faith in the Redeemer’s merits, and that humble confi- 
dence of acceptance through him, which are the great test of the “death of the 
righteous.” 

The sensation produced in Beltimore by the death of this excellent man, who was 
justly respected and beloved by the community at large, and especially by the mem- 
bers of his diocess and Parish, was great indeed. Every one seemed to have lost a 
brother or a father. The funeral took place in St Paul’s Church, on Tuesday 
morning. That spaciousand splendid edifice, then, for the first time since its erec- 
tion, hung with the emblems a mourning, was crowded with a weeping congrega- 
tion, assembled to give the last testimony of respect and affection to one whom they 
all loved and. revered. * The officiating clergy at the funeral solemnities, were the 
Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk, of Pennsylvania, and the Rev. Dr. Wyatt, the Rev. 
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Mr. Bartow, and the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, of Baltimore. The discourse of Dr. Wyay; 
who was associated with the Bishop in the care of the Parish, is spoken of in high 
terms of commendation. 

Never was the funeral service of our Church performed over ove to whom mich 
more reasonably be ee’ all that is therein said of the blessedness of dying in the 
Lord, and whose friends might more fully take to themselves the exalted evangelica) 
consolations with which that sublime service isreplete. Bowing then, with meek sy). 
mission tothe mysterious and afflicting dispensation which has so suddenly remoy¢; 
our revered father, let us pray for the divine blessing upon the sore chastisement, and 
especially commend the afflicted and bereaved Parish and diocess to the specia! (a. 
vour, protection, and guidance of Him who has promised to be with his Church 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Bishop Kemp is the eleventh Bishop of our Church who has been called from his 
labours to his rest, and the first one since the decease of Bishop Dehon, in the sup. 
mer of 1817. The house now contains ten members.—Christian Journal. 


Died, in Savannah, on the Ist Nov. 1827, the Rev. Apiet Carrer, aged 36 years. 
and eight months. He survived his affectionate and much lamented wife but eighty. 
two hours. “They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their deaths 
they were not divided.” 

Mr. Carter was born at Concord, in New-Hampshire, on the 2d Month, 1791, and 
received the honours of Dartmouth College, in his native State. He commenced 
the study of the Law in the city of New-York, but his sabsequent religious impres- 
sions and convictions of duty prompting him to enter the sacred ministry, he a 
plied for and received holy orders, ond settled at Trenton, in New-Jersey. t 
1317, he married Miss Maria Beach, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Beach, of New-Jer. 
sey. In 1822, he accepted the Rectorship of Christ Church in this city. 

By the death of this learned and distinguished Clergyman, three lovely children, 
of a tender age, are ived of their only remaining parent. Society mourns the 
loss of a favourite m r, and one of her firmest pillars; the Church, of an able, 
devoted, and evangelical preacher. Like his Divine Master, he went about doin 
goon and was so desirous of affording consolation to the bereaved and atilicted 


at in mafiy instances he —— to forget the regard that was due to the preser- 


vation of his own health. e love of kigdness dwelt in his heart and shone in his 
actions. His intercourse with the world"Was marked with urbanity and the exer- 
cises of the Christian spirit. He was peculiarly qualified for the chamber of sick- 
ness, and possessed, in a great degree, the happy faculty of soothing the mind, and 
leaving a religious impression. tn his last sickness, he exhibited the triumph of 
faith, and enpuclgneed abundantly the power and consolation of that religion, 
which, through the Providence of God, he had successfully recommended to others 
“From henceforth, blessed are the dead that die in the Lord; even so saith the 
Spirit, for they rest from their labours.” —Georgian. 


-eoe— 
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. 


2. Advent Sunday. 
Monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Pro. Epis. Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
}. Quarterly meeting of the Managers of the Charleston Pro. Epis. Sunday 
School Society. 
. Second Sunday in Advent. 
». Third do. do. 
. St. Thomas. ‘ 
. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
. Christmas Day. 
. St, Stephen. 
. St. John, the Evangelist. 
Zs. Innocents. 
JO. Sunday after Christmas. 
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